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Constitution of the South Bucks Netball Association

Last updated 5th May 2017.

The name of the Association shall be “The South Bucks Netball Association” (hereinafter referred to as “the Association”).

1. The objectives of the Association shall be:

· To organise such tournaments as the committee of the Association shall decide upon.

· To manage and support the growth of netball in South Bucks in line with England Netball’s plan and initiatives.
· To support the development of elite athletes in South Bucks.
3. All references to South Bucks in the Constitution shall be to the area of South Bucks recognised as such by England Netball.

4. The Association shall consist of all the netball clubs, the netball sections of sports clubs or netball sections of Youth or Community clubs, which shall from time to time be invited by the committee of the Association to be a member of the Association.

5. A committee comprising the following honorary officers who shall be elected annually at the Annual General Meeting (except the league representatives) shall manage the Association:

Chairman
Performance Lead
Vice Chairman
Umpiring Secretary

Secretary
Communications Lead
Treasurer
Affiliations Secretary

Tournament Organiser
Coaching Development Lead

Committee member

Committee member

And one representative of each league.

The South Bucks committee will appoint an Honorary President for a duration of three years and will appoint an auditor for the accounts.

6. Also invited to Committee meetings in a non-voting capacity:

Kingsmead Management Committee Representative
Netball Development Officer for Buckinghamshire & Milton Keynes
Wycombe District Schools Representative
Chiltern Schools Representative

Chairman of High Wycombe Junior Netball Club
South Bucks League Umpiring Secretary

Minutes Secretary


7. In the event of an equality of votes, the Chairman shall have the casting vote.

8. A Quorum shall consist of five committee members entitled to vote.

9. The committee shall have the power to fill any vacancy that may occur.

10. The retiring members of the Committee shall be eligible for re-election.

11. The Secretary shall give each member club of the Association at least fourteen days prior notice of a meeting of the Committee and send agenda to all Committee members and display such at clubroom/s.  Each member club may arrange for one of its members to attend such meeting.  The Secretary shall send a copy of the minutes of each Committee meeting to the secretary of each member club and Committee member as soon as practicable after such meeting.

12. Save for the Schools Representatives and Youth Representative, all members of the committee and representatives of member clubs attending Committee meetings shall be paid up members of member clubs of the Association otherwise they shall be disqualified from holding office and attending Committee meetings.

13. The annual subscriptions to the association from member clubs shall be such sums as the Committee shall decide.  The sum shall become due on the first day of September.  Failure to pay the annual subscription within 28 days of said date shall (unless the Committee decides otherwise) disqualify such member club from membership of the Association for the year in question.

14. The committee shall have the power to expel any member club, which shall offend against the rules of the Association, or whose conduct or the conduct of whose members shall, in the opinion of the Committee, renders it unfit for membership of the Association.  Before any such member is expelled the Secretary shall give it 28 days written notice to attend a Special General Meeting of the members of the Association and shall inform it of the complaints made against it or its members.  No member shall be expelled without first having the opportunity of appearing before a Special general Meeting of the Association and answering complaints made against it nor unless at least two-thirds of the members of the Association then present vote in favour of its expulsion.

15. The committee shall have the power to alter this constitution but no alteration shall take effect until the same has been confirmed at the Annual General Meeting or a Special General Meeting convened for the purpose.

16. A General Meeting of the Association shall be held every year not later than the 31st day of May to transact the following business:

· To receive and, if approved, adopt a statement of the Association’s accounts the end of the preceding year.

· To consider and, if approved, to sanction any duly made alteration to this constitution.

· To appoint the officers and other members of the Committee.

· To deal with any special matter which the Committee desire to put before the members and to receive suggestions from the members for consideration by the Committee.

Notice convening the General Meeting shall be sent to the members not later than twenty-one days before the meeting and shall specify the matters to be dealt with.

A quorum shall consist of twelve member of the Association.  Each member club attending a General Meeting shall have one vote.

17. A Special General Meeting may be convened at any time by the Committee and shall  be convened within sixty days from the receipt of a requisition in writing signed by not less than seven member clubs specifying the object of the meeting for any of the following purposes:

· To consider and, if approved, sanction any duly made alterations to this constitution.

· To deal with any special matter which the Committee may desire to place before the members including the expulsion of a member.

· To receive the resignation of the Committee or to remove any member or members thereof from office and to full any vacancy or vacancies caused thereby.

· To deal with any special matter which the members requiring the meeting may desire to place before the Association.

Notice convening a Special General Meeting shall be sent to the members not less than twenty-one days before the meeting and shall specify the matter to be dealt with.

A quorum shall consist of twelve members of the Association.  Each member club attending a Special General Meeting shall have one vote.

18
Unless otherwise decided by the committee, the Bankers of the Association shall be HSBC.  
The joint signatures of the Treasurer together with that of the Chairman or the Secretary shall be required in respect of all business transacted on the bank account.

The Treasurer can make on-line payments of up to £250 on one person’s authorisation provided that there is a second documented confirmation from the Chairman, Secretary or other nominated voting member of the South Bucks Netball Association Committee and that an invoice is kept for audit records. 
19
The Financial year shall end on 5th April each year.

20
If at any General Meeting of the Association, a resolution be passed calling for the dissolution of the Association, the Secretary shall immediately convene a Special General Meeting of the Association to be held not less than one month thereafter to discuss and vote on the resolution.

If, at that Special General Meeting, the resolution is carried by at least two-thirds of the Full members present at the meeting, the General Committee shall thereupon, or at such a date as shall have been specified in the resolution, proceed to realise the assets of the Association and discharge all debts and liabilities of the Association.

After discharging all debts and liabilities of the Association, the remaining assets shall not be paid or distributed among the full members of the Association, but shall be given or transferred to some other voluntary organisation having objectives similar to those of the Association.
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